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PRESS RELEASE
 Saturday, 21 March 2009       
WAKE CHAMPION REIGNS
The 2009 Ocean & Earth Australian National Championships have definitely left a lasting impression on the town of Renmark, South Australia.
South Australia treated the National Championships to fantastic weather, and perfect water conditions for the riders over the past week, and welcomed their wakeboarding ways! 

Wakeboard Australia President, John Wickcliffe remarked “The Renmark Club has proved to be a magnificent venue for our event. It has been inviting for all families and created an amazing atmosphere. They’re all fierce competitors at the event, then the minute it’s over they are all out in the same boat playing.  The spirit of wakeboarding lives on, and the young competitors are a credit to their families.”
The five-day event consisted of the best wakeboarders in Australia competing for the ultimate title of Australian National Champion.
Since Wednesday, wakeboarders have been competing in Preliminary, with the Finals taking place today, Saturday, 21st March.
Under 9 Boys surprised the eager audience, with a great display of tricks. Queenslander, Callum Hicks ended up winning the division, with New South Welshman, Brannen Derry coming in second, and fellow Queenslander, Cobe France taking out third.

Under 9 Girls also proved to be extremely advanced in their riding skills with Victorian, Chloe Mills, taking the win for the division, and Queenslander, Leila Barnsley coming second, and 6 year old Victorian, Grace Sim coming third.

10 – 14 Girls showed us how it’s done with tricks such as Half cabs, grabbed wake jumps, toe-side 180 indies, with Krystal Oliver (NSW) coming in first, JaImee Heiser (QLD) and Jordan Mills (VIC) taking out second and third respectively.
2007 World Champion, Amber Wing took out the win against young gun Caitlin Blaauw in the Open Women’s Division.
The Jr Men Division paraded some of the best riding of the event. Mitch Askew (QLD) and World Champion (Mens 1)Sam Thomson (NSW) battled it out in a close ending with Thomson triumphing. Stepping up into this division for the first time this year, South Australian rider, Mitch Daniel successfully came third in the division.
The older of the divisions, Veterans (40 years and over) didn’t disappoint the audience showing off their seasoned tricks with  Tony France (QLD) winning the division, and both New South Welshmen, Rob Iacconi and Martin Blake taking out second and third, respectively.
Victorian rider, Aaron Bell prevailed in his division of 20-29 Mens over Cory Harris (NSW) and Aaron Johnston (SA) securing second and third, respectively.
The Masters division consisted of wakeboarders from 30 – 39 years. Luke Matson (SA) won the final round with fellow South Australian rider, Matt Morris coming in second and Russell Carrigg from WA coming in third.
Masters Womens is comprised of wakeboarding women from 30 years old. The division was a dominated by Western Australian riders. Kristy Pike won the division, and Melani Hays earning herself second place.
South Australian rider, Daniella Lambert triumphed in the Women’s division, with Western Australian rider, Sarah Quinlan coming in second.
The Open Mens Division consisted of some of the best riders in the world. Reigning Nationals Champion, Harley Clifford (QLD) strutted his stuff against US Pro Tour Champion, Josh Sanders (NSW), young-gun Jarrod Askew (QLD) and with the rest of the final heat made up of South Australian riders;  young-gun, Ryleigh Pfitzner, Lachlan Burgess and Natt Barber, the showdown was at it’s best.
After all competitors threw down their runs, comprising of KGB’s, 720’s, 270 spins off the rail, Batwings, crow 540’s, it was the Heel 9 off the double up that sealed the deal  for reigning Champ, Clifford. Closely followed behind in second was Pfitzner, and Sanders in third. 
Askew, Burgess and Barber, secured themselves a fouth, fifth and sixth place, respectively. 
Eight riders will be selected from the Nationals to represent Australia at the IWSF Worlds to be held in Chuncheon, Korea, in August 2009.

“It’s been a winning week for all wakeboard competitors. Australia is producing the most amazing wakeboarding talent in the world, with some of these riders competing overseas at an international level, or with intention to.” Said John Wickcliffe
Wakeboard Australia would like to thank the supporters of the Australian National Championships:

Ocean & Earth, Supra Boats Australia, RedBull, Ewake.com.au.
Wakeboarding: An acrobatic watersport, where the rider is to ride behind a boat which produces a large wave-like wake that is used to propel the rider into a range of tricks, sometimes using man-made skate-park like obstacles.
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